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Old Roman Lace

<) ITH so many others of the oldtime
laces, the old Roman lace has been
newly revived, ‘and is enjoying a
time of unprecedented - popularity.
It is used for household articles, cen-
terpieces, table-spreads, doilies, scarfs,
bed-sets, curtains, and so on, and is
no less admired for yokes, collars,
handkerchiefs, jabots, and other dainty accessories of dress.
Perhaps it should be stated that old Roman lace is
also known as guipure
d'art, filet-guipure,
and filet-brode, and
is exactly the same
as opus filatorium,
darned « netting or
spiderwork, so much
used in the four-
teenth century.
Probably there is no
older class of needle-
craft than this, since
specimens known to
have been'made three
thousand years ago
are still treasured
among museum relics.
It is in Mexico, where
the art is carried to a
wonderful degree of
perfection by the
peasant women, that
the name given in
this article largely
obtains; it is also
called old Spanish
lace, although for no
particular reason.
Linen thread is the
very best material for
the foundation,
which must first be
netted in meshes of
the desired size. The
fineness or coarseness
of the thread is de-
péndent upon the use
to6 which the article is
tobeput. One will
readily understand
that for a handker-
chief, jabot, or similar
article, a much finer
thread would be se-
lected than for a cen-
terpiece or  table-
cover. The size of
the mesh-stick varies,
for the same reason,
a smaller one. being
used for the fine work;
and it follows that
the same pattern may
be carried out in
threads of different
size to serve entirely
different purposes. %
While silk and cotton may be and are used for this
work, linen thread has a certain crispness which renders it
especially desirable; and is to be advised. One may pur-
chase the net on which to do this work, but it is better to
provide it by hand.  Directions have been given in detail
for netting this foundation, and there is scarcely space
to repeat them. The work is simple and easy; and once
the “knack" of making the knot is caught, it is never for-
gotten, and the knowledge will enable one to fashion
many lovely articles. To net a square foundation, com-
mence at one corner with one loop and increase a stitch
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every row until the desired width is attained; then de-
crease again to one stitch or Joop. For a square or other
piece which is to have a linen center one may net the bor-
der; but it is easier to make the entire square and cut
away the central portion after buttonholing in the linen.
Completed. the square illustrated is sixty-one meshes or
spaces wide. At Jeast two extra spaces must be allowed
for fastening into the frame or upon the stiff enamel-cloth,
and twice the number will be better. Fora square which
is not to be cut away one may use a foundation of cro-

A Square with Border in Old Roman Lace

cheted spaces, produced by means of a very small hook
and fine thread. This serves admirably for insertions,
squares for counterpane, cushion- or pillow-covers, and
the like, but it has the disadvantage that it will ravel
where cut, hewever carefully buttonholed.

Having prepared the foundation, this is lashed securely
into a wire frame, first wound with strips of tape or soft
cloth. Take into each outer mesh or space, making sure
that every space is square and drawn to its fullest extent;
the rows of spaces should also run straight and true, both
ways. This preliminary is really the most important of

the whole, and cannot be given too careful attention.
Many workers use a strip of pasteboard for basting the
foundation on. or a piece of stiff enamel- or oilcloth; but
the writer has found the frame more satisfactory. Ad-
justable frames are to be had, but the homemade
ones, of wire, are quickly provided, and cost little or
nothing save the work of making them. While the founda-
tion should, when stretched, exactly fit the frame, a larger
frame may be used by sewing around it a strip of
firm tape and basting the netting to this.

The square illus-
trated is bordered by
a row of spaces in

darning-stitch, or
point de toile. Com-
mencing at one cor-
ner, fill the second
space in, and fifth
from the upper edge,
with  threads laid

quite closely together,
passing over and
under the mesh-
threads or bars, back
and forth, exactly as
when filling a rent for
darning a glove,stock-
ing or other article.
Then darn across in
the opposite direc-
tion, passing the
needle overand under
alternate threads first
laid. Neatly done,
the spaces have the
appearance of being
filled by woven scrim.
The thr
not be so cl s to
give a compact effect,
but must be evenly
darned in. The lines
of simulated ribbon
are done in the same
stitch, but here
several spaces can be
filled at once with
the foundation-
threads, which simpli-
fies the work.” Where
the folds or “turn-
overs’” come, the
spaces are filled with
diagonal stitches
taken one way, from
corner to corner,leav-
ing one half the space
vacant. The open
points are filled with
etoile- or star-stitch,

formed of loops of
thread. At the cor-
ner, knot in the

center, counting two
spaces each way in
line with the depth
of point; carry the
thread to the corner of the space at depth of point, back
to center, repeat twice, then diagonally across next space,
under the knot and back, three times, making a short
loop; repeat, making long and short loops alternately,
weave once around the center knot and fasten off neatly.
For the figure in each side-point count two spaces in line
with the space at depth, and make the loops as directed,
first back along side of space, then diagonally across,
and again along the side of space, outward; cross the

next space diagonally and make the loops as directed in the

Concluded on page 15
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NEEDLECRAFT

A Coat-Set in Tatting

By MARIE COBBLE

INEN thread No. 40 is especially
attractive for this set, in white,
unbleached or cream, or gray,
the natural linen color; crochet-
silk, of white, black. cream, or

any preferred color, will be found very
lovely, also, or a coarse crochet-cotton or
cord may be used. If finer material is
chosen the different motifs described may
still be used. adding to theit number as re-
quired. An excellent plan is to cut a pattern
of collar and cuff of stiff paper, or fashion a
collar of cambric or other fabric which will
be well fitting, and baste it to the paper or
enamel-cloth. Upon this baste the various
portions of the work, arranging them neatly
and evenly, and join the picots by means of
needle and thread, passing the needle
through the two picots to be connected, and
tying the thread on the wrong side in a firm,
close knot. The joining may be done with
the shuttle as the work proceeds, but it is
easier, and one is much more sure of having
a collar that will it smoothly when finished,
if the needle is brought into requisition in a
portion of the joinings, as suggested. Other
motifs may be connected as suggested, to
cover the pattern nicely, and those of Irish,
Venetian or macrame or plain crochet may
be substituted for tatted ones.

Although of elaborate appearance the de-
sign is a very simple one, portions of the
work being continually repeated. To make
the larger cloverleaf wheel or medallion,
proceed as follows:

1. Make a ring of 2 double knots, (1
picot, 2 double knots) 5 times, close; make a
chain of 4 double knots, 1 picot, (2 double
knots, 1 picot) 4 times, 4 double knots; an-

other ring like 1st, joining to 1st ring bv 2d
side picot:
repeat rings
and chains,
alterna tely,
until you
have 8 of
each, joining
the rings as
directed,each
to the pre-
ceding by 2d
side Dpicot,
and last to
Ist in the
same man -
ner. Fasten
last chain at
base of 1st
ring, tying
securely.

2. Make
aring as di-
rected, then
another,join-
ing to pre-
ceding by 1st
picot atside,
and a 3d in
the same
way, form=
ing a clover-
leaf; make a
chain of
5 'double
knots; aring,
joining by
2d side picot
to the last
picot of 3d
ring of the
cloverleaf; a
chain of 6
double knots,

Join to
mlddh- picot
of a chain in last row; a chain of 6 double
knots; aring, joining by 2d side picot to
corresponding picot of last ring made: a
chain of 5 double knots; repeat, joining the
1st ring of 2d cloverleaf by 1st picot to 2d
side picot of last ring made. Join the last
chain of 5 double knots at base of lst
cloverleaf.

For the cufls, these medallions may be
joined as worked.by middle picot of 2d ring
in 2 consecutive cloverleaves. For the collar

| they may be joined by middle picot of 2d

ring in a single cloverleaf, that is, if such
joining causes the work to conform nicely
to the shape of the collar, as was the case
with the model.

The smaller medallion has the center
wheel exactly like that of the larger one.
Then in the 2d row make the cloverleaf as
directed, chain of 6 double knots, join to
middle picot of chain in last row, a ring,
joining by 2d side picot to last picot of 3d
ring of cloverleaf, ugdm 6 double knots, and
repeat, joining 1st ring of cloverleaf by 1st
picot to 2d side picot (or the 4th picot made)
of preceding ring; join last chain of 6 double
knots at base of 1st cloverleaf. This me-
dallion is joined to middle picot of 2d ring in
a single cloverleaf of the large medallion,
leaving 3 free cloverleaves above »nd below
throughout.

In following the shape of the model, pro-
ceed with the 6-ring mosif, as follows: Make
4 double knots, (1 picot. 2 double knots)
twice, 2 double knots, join to middle picot
of 24 ring in the cloverleal of larger medal-
lion next above that which is joined to the
smaller medallion. (2 double knots, 1 picot)
twice, 4 double knots, <-luso: again make
4 double knots, (1 picot, 2 double knots)
twice, join to middle picot of 2d ring of
cloverleal of smaller medallion, 2d above

Chicago |

that which joins the latter to the larger me-
dallion, and finish the ring as before; make 3
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rings of 4 double knots, join to last picot of
last ring, (2 double knots, 1 picot) 5 times, 4

ouble knots, close: join last ring to 1st 'in
same way, and fasten off. Join each ring to
prv(-odlng by 1st side picot, and last to 1st
in same marher.

Make the 2d motif exactly like the center
wheel of medallions, and join to the 6-ring
motif when making 2 consecutive chains,
thus: Join last picot of a chain to 2d picot
of ring opposite to ‘that which ]I)III\ the
smaller medallion, leaving 1 free ring above
and 2 below; finish the chain as usual, then
join 1st pu_‘ol of next (l{dixl 1o 4th picot

of same ring, which will bring the ring
between 2 chains, and joined to both.
Join 2 consecutive chains next below to

the middle picot of 2d ring in free clover-
leaf in exactly the same way, so that the
ring comes between the 2 chains and is
joined to last picot of one and 1st picot of
the other.

(‘nmmue the length of 1110 collar, alter-
nating the 2 motifs, and ,\ommg them as de-
scribed; join also the last 6-ring motif to the
2d smaller medalllon as when beginning.
Fill the space petween the larger medal-
lions and the 6-ring motif with a cloverleaf
made as l‘n]lnvn Make a ring of 5 double
knots, (1 picot, 2 double knots) twice. join
to middle picot nf 2d ring in cloverleaf of
larger medallion which is between the pre-
vious joinings, (2 double knots, 1 picot)
twice, 6 double knots, close; make another
ring in the same w joining to the follow-
ing large medallion, and a 3d ring of 6
double knots, 1 picot, 2 double knogs, join
to the picot which connects the 2 free rings
of the 6-ring motif above, (2 double knots, 1
picot) twice, 6 double knots, close; fasten off
somrely, wnd
repeat.

Finish the
edge of collar
and cuffs
with a _cro-
cheted chain,
as follows:

1. Jointo
middle picot
of 2d ring in
cloverleaf
just above
last  joining
(of smaller
medallion), *
make a chain
of 24 stitches
(or long
enough to
extend essily
from middle
picot of 1st
free chain of
wheel motif,
fasten in
that, chain
9, fasten in
middle picot
of mext
chain, same

wheel,and re-

last chain, 1
treble, *
chain 2, miss
2, 1 treble;
repeat  the
length.

Straighten
the upper
edge of cuffs
in the same
manner, fastening in at the middle picot
of 2d ring in 1st upper cloverlenf, chain
15, (or sufficient to extend easily to middle
picot of 2d ring in next cloverleat), faste
chain 27, l'n\u*n in picot of next mmldllmn
and repeat; follow with the row of spaces, as
d(scril)ed 2

The motifs may be used as insets, or in
fashioning collars of various shapes, borders,
handbags, and many other articles both
useful and ornamental.

£

T() make a ‘‘rolled hem” on handker-
chiefs, babies’ clothing and other
fine, dainty articles, try the convent
method for making such a finish: Cut the
material very smoothly, so there will be no
threads sticking up, hold the insertion or
lace toward you just below the raw edge,
and overcast it on just as though the goods
were hemmed. The finished work will look
exactly like a tiny rolled hem, is durable,
and takes only about half the time—or less.
Of course it must be neatly done, like all
fine work, and pressed on the wrong side,—

May Zeppa.
lF while at work about the house I find
torn or buttonless garments which do
not need immediate attention, I place them
in my ‘‘repair-bag.”” with all the articles
which will be needed for the necessary work.
Then when intimate friends, who know
what a busy woman I am, call on me, I ask
their permission to patch. Many call real
often with their “*bag” now, who would not
if they thought I was kept from duties, or if
the usual interruptions were experienced
that are occasioned by some busy women
who feel they cannot be idle, so must hunt
buttons or scraps before they settle down
to chat.—Esther Mikkelson.
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www.SomethingUndertheBed.com is the crafter’s bibliography project, with the goal of building the database for
various craft disciplines that our Library of Congress has scorned to do. In 2003, | was hunting for the publication
end date for a run of “The Cloth Doll”. All I wanted to find was the date of the last issue, so that I would know
when | had a complete set. It had an ISSN, so | went to the LoC website to look it up — with no success. | e-mailed
the LoC — and got a rather snotty reply back telling me they do not concern themselves with women’s hobbies.
Fourteen years later, and | am still fueled by that initial outrage and feeling of betrayal. My anger keeps me working
on this project nearly every day, and it has not flagged in all this time. The catalog is far from comprehensive, but it
has been steadily growing and becoming more and more useful. Crafters' and Artists' interests should not end up on
the ash heap of history, and deserve the respect and attention of historians as much as battles and politics. Our
cultures are not just red in tooth and claw, but have risen rapidly because we have committed to being ruled by laws
instead of military strength. Our crafts are a fundamental pulse point of that human condition, reflecting our
flourishing cultures and encouraging them with their beauty and power to inspire in our everyday lives. THEY ARE
IMPORTANT, not just to women, but to everyone. | wish I could cover all crafts —and if | ever win the lottery, I
will start raiding the local Librarian school and make that happen! For now, | focus on the ones | know something
about and already had a private collection for. When you visit my project, and you find missing bits that you can fill
in, or see typos and broken links that need to be fixed, | am always grateful for a heads up. Remember that it is a
work in progress, and that Murphy insists that the magazine issue you are looking for will be the one I’m missing
from any given title series. It is getting better and better with each passing day, so keep checking back. And for
those of you who have donated your invaluable time, expertise and materials, you have my undying gratitude for
making this easier and better in every way. Thank you, thank you, thank you, with all my heart. -Leigh
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